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Dating Apps & Matchmaking
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#1From “Will Jew Marry Me?” by Rabbi Lawrence Hajioff

[bookmark: _phx2crx7kbbs]Dating today comes with challenges our parents and grandparents didn’t have to deal with.
[bookmark: _hfe35p61o3xr]
In the past, dating and getting married was a relatively straightforward process: the guy and the girl met, the guy asked her parents and within a short period of time, the couple were standing under the chuppah starting their life together.
[bookmark: _hw825cgu0ymk]
The previous generations may have had trouble feeding their families, living a long life, or becoming pregnant, but getting and staying married was less of a problem than it is today.
[bookmark: _8m3pjmyz4n5t]
Nowadays the problem isn’t the lack of single Jewish men and women but trying to find the right one, dating successfully, and getting and staying married.
[bookmark: _haxktc52xvtq]
This can be a long and arduous journey.
[bookmark: _b37rqch2dqef]
Even with the dating websites and apps available for finding your soul mate, most young men and women have become lost navigating their way through the maze of dating and finding true love with a life partner.

[bookmark: _xa2znmbh81f5]
Questions:
· What are some challenges in dating that you see nowadays?

· Do you think having more choices (like dating apps) makes dating easier or harder? Why?
[bookmark: _lzpnsm6a0m63]#2
Julia: I’m not into online dating. I prefer when the person has either been vetted by a mutual friend or we’ve had some kind of positive interaction/evidence of mutual interest. Online dating (especially the apps) doesn’t allow for this—people get to project an image of themselves that doesn’t necessarily reflect who they are.

[bookmark: _6cy7dwxqz2cu]Lauren: Most of my first dates are set up using dating apps/online. I have used JDate, Match, and OkCupid. I haven’t had success really on any of these apps (meaning more than two dates), and I believe I will find someone without the help of these apps.

[bookmark: _yeokj35smftt]Questions:
· Would you rather be set up, meet organically, or use an app? Why?

· What do you think about the “image projection” problem with apps?

· How important is it to have mutual friends or someone who can vouch for a potential date?
[bookmark: _ajsn8gjs4ft9]#3Based on Torah, Breishis (Genesis) 24:1–67
Avraham sends his trusted servant Eliezer to find a wife for his son Yitzchak. Eliezer prays for Divine guidance and sets a test to identify the right match. When Rivka performs acts of kindness, he sees it as a sign she is the one. The match is made, and Yitzchak marries Rivka.

[bookmark: _ai3wkh674zay]Questions:
· What values can we learn from how Avraham and Eliezer approached finding a match for Yitzchak?

· How is this different from how people find partners today?

· What do you think about involving family or mentors in the dating process?

· Is it outdated—or wise—to have someone else help choose a life partner?
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